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wonman with a gun. The image defies our most
mgrained nations of femininity, Women ane
supposed b0 be numering and peaceable, But o woman
with o gun suggests other possibalities: independence,
fury, the ability 1o shoot o hale theough yous peck quicker
tham the reflex to bake up a plate of snickerdoodles.
In her new book, She's (Gor o Gun, Georgin State
a1 University photography professor Mancy Floyd provides
4 potent. often jarring images of housewives, leshions,
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soldiers and mothers holding firearms with a kind of
confidence and certninty that Freud would undentably
consider symbaolic, In this series of excerpis from the
Temple University Press book, Floyd recounts the
backstory behind her intenest in guns and recornds her
encounters with the women who possess them,

ON JUNE 30, 1991, 1 bought a gun. | did not buy it
for self-defense, sport. or hobhy. | bought it becanse
1 missed my brother. The catalyst was Desen Storm.,
People | knew were being sent o fight in D, and
this stimed up strong memories of Jimmy and the
Vietnam War. An excellent marksman who had
hopes of becoming a gunsmith, Jimmyy left for
hoot camp when | was nine and died
in Vietnam when | was 12
— he was all of 21
years of age. Guns
were alwiys a part of
his lifie. | bought my
gun because | wanted o
i understand what he loved

{ about fircarms, By doing }
what he loved most, 1
thowght 1 might learm
more about him. ‘

I bensght my revolver

oul of curiosity, with no
micetion of boocoming a
long-1enm gun oumer.
1 had ideas of what
gum people were like,
and | wasn't going o
become ane of therm
I thousght 1 would
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shoot for @ while and then sell my gun. This didin’t happen,
1 grew 1o enjov shooting for a member of nezsons; being in
the company of gun women played o magor role. 1 enjoyed
target practice — shooting at paper targets s leaming how
10 improve mry skilks. My gun mnge welcomed women, and
o few of u forned & club and met woekly w0 shoot. Nothing
Formal. Wi inled shout owr accomplishments and fuilunes,
and we encournged each other. We even invited 4 femile
s palice officer 1o talk o us
about her eapericnce
i @ cop, and some
of s wok o
shooting cliss
together. [
fotnd mysell
hanging o
afier practice,
tnlking shout
dhifferent types
af fineanms.
OfT the range

{ FANCY GA1S EER 6N

In excerpts and photos from her new book, She’s Got a Gun, Georgia State photography
professor Nancy Floyd and her female subjects share their experiences with firepower.

we didn't know cach oter, but on the range we were a small
collective with & fiocus. Our group was mol an anomaly:
around the country, in vanoos places, women shoolers in
the 15905 were seeking the company of other women and
loaking for information and tmining to meet their necds.

The first year | spent with mry revolver 1 nead everyihing
I could find on guns, including Wisnen & Gians magazine
(1988 io present) and Paxoon Cuigley’s bess wller, Anmed
& Femate (19890 Thelma & Lowise (1991) and Terminatar
2: Jadgmens Dery (1991 ). new movies my gun friends
and my feminist friends talked about, provoked detane
over defimitsons of sell-defense and the reasons behind
Hollywood's increased imierest in armed female characiers,
Becaie my o documentary projects a5 a photogrupher
oifien inchuded rescarch abour social or culturml issies, armed
women imerestod me;, and in 1993 1 began mlerviewing and
phetographing some of the woenen | met at the range.

1 was cusious — [ wanged 1o know who these women
were and what motivaied them o pick up a gan, | wanted
1o know how they handbed their difference at a mostly male
shooting mnge, police precinet, or military base. Where did
they get their truming T What kinds of guns did they shool?
Even the clothing they wore and the types ol camying cases
they chose imeresied me. Why wene they emering, in many
cases, troubled waiers where “no women albowed ™ signs
were posted in most people’s mindsT?

My interviews and photographs evolved over the years,
mrving far beyond my initial gun range contacts. Since
that firsa visit 1o the gun rmage. I've conducied more than
filty imerviews and made ponrmis of women from
Califormin, Georgia, New York, Masaachusetis, South
Dakotn, and Wioming, and I've smassed handneds
of photogrphs of gun-related activitses. While a
few of these women are well known in the gun
life, andd their stores include those of o woman
whise gramdmaother was killed by sn intrader,
an | |-yesr-old girl competing in her first gun
competition, and a woman who experienced
firefights in Iraqg.

SEE NANCY FLOYD PHOTOS, NEXT PAGE
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NANCY FLOYD

GAIL, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 1994

“I'm porsonally in a helpless position. | GanT run away from anybody. This makes
s Tl st & tad mone Lneasy, for instance, driving in my van, Since | do display
the handicap placand very prominenty, and | do park in &l the handicap places,
someans might thnk that I'm a much easier mark ard could not defend myseit. I's
& shama that one has i break the v in order 1D protect themasives, D Nm willng
1o tako that chaonoa. B broubls comses to mo, | don intend 1o just s& tharo or Loy than
screaming help me.' Fm going to grab, as test as | can, for my oaded weapon. And
believva ma, | have mads up my mind that in order to prolect my e | will shoot to kil"

GEDRGIA STATE UNIVERSITY CHIEF OF POLICE CONNIE B.
SAMPSON, ATLANTA, 1997

"My younpest, ha was 7 or B, and ha would syl wainl ime 1o Some 1o hs school
o sal lurch with him. Ha never wanted his docdy; his dackiy's In sales, his mom was
the chiad of polce. That waa & beg deal i him — ha'd always pick hia Flends o sl
arcund the tabio with us whan | was them, One diry wi wons having anch, and | got
& page. | el 1o arswer the page, and ovidently while | was gone ha had informed ol
of his frionds of whinl was going on. 50 when | got back & few minutes laber u zsiosd,
“Momma, did you hove 1o shoot somebody7” | saed, "Ne, | did not. | just went to maks
& phong call” | think he was bragging to his fHends. “Thome goos mmy memma Sgain,
sha's going 1o shoot somebody. ™

MARIA DOLAN, ATLANTA, 2005

“T's haed 10 say whal Siuations have beon defused of jus! haven escalated
bacauss | hava mry gun, ... Womasn nead fa abiity o delend themsshes, and quasrs
nead the abillty to dedend themselves, &s there ks s1ill o lot of queer bashing that goes
on. | neally ke tha idea of the Pink Pistols; it's a support group where people don
Ehink you're orary for hiving guns. | am o big supponer of the BR of Righs & wall
umcuzmmmmml'mmmmmmpmmwuhulmmpﬂm
Is stil & lot of homophobla. My Tesling about it s, if the maggots. have guns, then |
should, oo™

CLAIR SHERWODOD, ATLANTA, 1897

"My grantmother ived almost a mile back in The woods on A IR two-Bre dirl soad in
Eha Wt Wingania mouritaing, She Baad 8o tar back in he woods thal sha novor locked
her doors. One night she haard a notse Bshing her washmom, She heand somsons
Hcleiing weth the door. She gof up and got her gun. A man caemna into thae kitchen and
eppanntly wrestioad wilh har and got the gun from her, My pandmother was shol in B
haad. Tha man found some gasoling, gassod The hous, and set i on fire. By the times
Ehe police got thers everything was chamed and bormt 50 Te ground

“Ho wis arestnd 8 wisk 1a%r. Thers wars fa0 witneses, whd Sere hien i T housss
Mo ona actually s him bemak in, geab Tha gun, snd shoot her, Bus they saw him leave,
ar b wass fried and convicted. He got s withou! parnla, Wi, six years lter ong ol iha
viitnosses e, He appesied He oot off. Today he walks free up i hoss mountsna ™



NANCY FLOYE

JACKIE RICHARDS, ATLANTA, 2005

“T'm: 75 years old and | bve in a city that is considared one of The Mos! dangoenus
o 1 cominy. And | S B Fd Tor o protection sinon | dme sno very aften
| harvw 10 o places at night. So | bought a Smith & Wesson Alrsssgiht 38 special,
e chamibsie, wath & bwe-imch barel. | go 1o 8 rifls mngs and | shoot, snd after & few
misplaced shots, | will bt the buls-eye Tairky regulady. | shedt my gurt | salmsby ryeel
1 @y Qe | can hit thes bolfs-gye and that everything is all right; and | leave after
hugging the cule guys. Thal's iy stor.”

ASHLEY-ANN CADY, LOWNDES COUNTY, GA., 2006

“Growing up. | wits the sl o, alwinys warred 10 do sgy gamed and sl il
that, As | got cider | was mone into the FBI, ClA-typs route. | got into high school and
wianbed b o 10 coege and got out and do FBA or CIA, but &3 time went on | decided
milany would be my bost opiiah — 80 | could get rse schooling and experience and
v scemathing batior than sormsces just getting oul of cologe. Came in ond wanjed
1o b a cop 50 | could ged & law enforcemant background, The SWATS cama down
and it was just somothing that | was inberested in = 'd nover tried it befors and never
firesd @ 'wlipon Balorn basic. |1 was just scmaething o Iy, a challangs.”™

ARMY RESERVIST SGT. LESLIE RAMONAS, IRAD, 2004
*1 had Iriends got kiled, friends got maimed. Practically nined my own e, A jof of
il haenags, A ot of death, Talk about scmnsling. And now | don't want any

i n
of i, | dont want ary adrenaling. B's lurny, it was a drug That consurmad ma, almoest 1o
Ty i

VANESSA NOBLE, 11, LAGUNA NIGUEL. CALIFORNIA, 1336

“Shooting & 80 fun.”
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QUESTION OF LOVE: Jimmy Floyd, Vietnam, 1963

NANCY FLOYD

For the first nine vears after Jimmy's death, Dad wonld drive past the cemetery where Jimmy
was buried, on his way (o work. Each day, twice a day, he would say as he passed by, *Come on
home, Jimmy boy," Dad stopped doing this after he changed jobs and his driving route changed.
He told me he held on to the slightest hope that the body sent home to us wasn't Jimmy's and he
was still alive, somewhere in Vietnam. Dad acknowledged how far-fetched this sounded, but it
didn’t stop him from thinking it, wishing it. 1f Jimmy had come home, | wonder, would he have
followed his boyheod dream and become a gunsmith? ...

If Jimmy had come home from Vietmam, [don't think his kid sister would have purchased a
gun at the end of the first Gulf War. The only reason [ bought my gun was because | wanted to
understand what he loved about firearms. By doing what he loved most, | thought 1 might leam
more about him. And [ have.
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Images and text excerpted from She's Got a Gun by Naney Floyd, © 2008 by Temple
University. Used by permission of Temple University Press. Availoble for purchase ar vour local
bogkstore or online at waww temple, edwfempress and through other online retailers.



